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TIE HISMV W 1 CRIME.

The Pamge of the Gas Frontage Meas-

ure Was a Barefaced Piece of
2 Bribery.

Several Members of the Fortieth General

Assembly Are Willing to Testify

to Facts,.

And Gas Trust Lawyers, Heelers, and Dupes
Who Wee Mixed Up Will

Suffer.

The Gai Trust Plant It Worth Four Millions,
. but If Capitalized for Thirty

Milliom.

The People of Chicago Are Squeezed Out of
the Surplus to Enrich

Europeans.

The lilHtory of the passage of the gns
frontage iniquity In the history of n
crime.

By the lavish use of money this scan-ilnlou-

uivnMuro was rushed through
the General Assembly In lSIKi.

Ah K)or n Governor ns Altgcld was,
the nctlonH of the eorruptlonlstH who
were behind the Infamous gas law
were bo bold mid ho opeu that tho then
Governor vetoed It in the following
1UC88IIKC:

State of lllluolH, Executive Otlico, June
10, 1805.

To the Honorable, the Gentlemen of
the Semite:
I herewith return, without my ap-

proval, Senate Bill No. 302, being "An
net to iiniend section 1 of 'An act In

i elation to tho consolidation of Incor-

porated companies,' approved March
) 1807." '

This bill provides for the consolida-

tion of any number of corporations
for the same, or similar, gen-

eral purposes. UNDER IT, ALL COR-

PORATIONS ENGAGED IN THE
SAME GENERAL LINE OP BUSI-

NESS CAN 'CONSOLIDATE, AND
THUS LEGALLY FORM A MONOP-

OLY.
If this bill, or any exlstlug law, made

provision for adequately protecting the
public In all such cases, then I would
not' hesitate to sign It, for it has been
my deslro to with tho Gen-

eral Assembly as far as possible; BUT
FOR THE STATE TO DELIBER-
ATELY LEGALIZE MONOPOLY,
AND MAKE ABSOLUTELY NO PRO-
VISION FOR PROTECTING THE
PEOPLE OF ILLINOIS FROM EX-

TORTIONS AND OPPRESSIONS,
WOULD BE A CHIME.

JOHN P. ALTGELD,
Governor.

Ou motion of Senator Crawford, the
consideration of tho bill and of the
veto nicssugo was inndc n special order
for Juno 12 nt 11 a. in., when action
was' ugnlu postponed until June 13,
ngtilu until June 14, wheu after rend-

ing of the journal It wiib then post,
ponod for ono hour, then postponed un-

til 4 p. in., when, on motion of Mr.
Crnwford,.lt was ordered to'llo on tho
tnble. '

How tho passage of tho mensuro was
purchased lu 1807 Is well known.

In fact tho Senators and Represen-
tatives talk freely of the amount of
boodle they received and the way they
got it.

They tell freely the names of tho men
tticy got it from and mix up prominent
lawyers mid others lu u way that will
bring several of them to trial In San-
gamon Comity beforo a year passes
over, for the 'iniquity will not bo "out-
lawed" for over fourteen months to
come.

Chicago would have had a grand now
gas company biit for tho passage of
this scoundrelly frontago bill. On June
8, 1807, Franklin H. Head, Franklin
MncYcagh, L. L. Coburn, D, F, Crllly,
John A. Roche, J. O. Hatley, R. 8.
Crltchcll, Gilbert B. Shaw, II. W. Le-ma- n

and M. C. Bullock asked tho Chi-vag- o

City Council for uu ordluauco
grnntlug them a franchise for the pur-
pose of erecting gns works und laying
mains lu the streets.

This company, composed of the solid
men of Chicago Incorruptible men who
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could not be lwught offered to furnish
gas to the people for 80 cents per 1,000
feet.
.Only three weeks would elnpso from
th'o time the ordinance was Introduced
until July 1, when te law giving the
Gas Trust a perpetual mouoioly of Chi-eago'-

streets went Into eltect.
These eminent citizens tried to pre-

vent the monopoly from saddling the
results of Us bribery upon the people.

But they did not succeed. The Gns
Trust bribed the aldermen, the Mac-Voug- h

ordinance was killed, and Chi-
cago was given up forever to the Trust
rubbers.

Excepting China, It would he hard to
tlnd nny country where tho extortion
practiced by tho Gas Trust ou tho peo-
ple of Chicago would long be tolerated.

Tho Gas Trust robs the people lu ev-
ery way.

It rents gas ranges tn poor people at
outrageous prices. It thcu puts on ex-

tra pressure scientifically applied and
forces air through tho pipes at a great
rate. This pressure Is especially strong
evenings when supper is being pro-pare-

Tho people pay for wind which
costs tho Trust nothing.

Special assessments for gas lamps go
right along, but the poor people do not
get tho gas qn tho streets after they
pay their assessments. The Gns Trust
owiib the streets. The city has noth-
ing to do with them.

Tho Gas Trust Is not furnishing one-ha- lf

the light It should furnish, and for
years, according to published reports,
It did uot furnish power to
the city.

It Is reported that the Gas Trust Is
getting paid for thousands of lamps
which are not iu service, and this can
bo easily verllled.

Tho whole plant of the Gns Trust In
Chicago can be replaced with even bet-
ter machinery for $4,000,000.

Yet It Is capitalized for $30,000,000,
and Is paying dividends .ou that basis.

Where" does tho $20,000,000 of sur-
plus come from?

From the pockets of the people of
Chicago.

Tho pcoplo of Chicago arc squeezed
lu order (hat the rich, and titled stock-
holders lu Europo may get their divi-
dends.

All of which proves that wheu tho
serfs of Europe uro no longer profit-abl- o

that serfs who are prolltablo can
bo found In Chicago, III.

To mnko tho Chicago serfs moro
prolltablo, tho money of tho European
nobles was used to buy such legisla-
tion as would muko Chicago serfs
tractablo and glvo them no chauce to
kick.

Wo aro anxious to sco whether tbo
Gas Trust will buy the Board of As-

sessors and Board of Review this year,
It will try to.

Keep your oyo on tho assessments
of tho 130,000,000 Gas Trust (which
has a perpetual monopoly In Chicago)
under tbo uow rovenuo law,

The Legislature will have a chauco
to show Its hand when tbo bill author-
ising tbo city of Chicago to sell electric
light to private consumers comes up
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HON. CHARLES, H. SCHWAB,
Former Comptroller of the City.ot Chicagoand One of Our "Foremost Merchants- -

for passage. Tho city now has an offl-clc-

electric' light plant, and If tho
LegUlaturo gives It tho necessary per-
mission, Chicago pcoplo will bo able to
get light Independent of tho Gns Trust.
Pass tho bill.

Can Gas Trust money bent the new,
revenue law?

Leonnrd J. Eastland, one of the best-like- d

business men In Chicago, is
strongly talked of for Mayor.

Tho receipts of tho Gas Trust should
bo taxed.

What Is tho Legislature going to do
with the Gas Trust?

Tho Gas Consolidation and Frontago
Lnw is to be tested in tho courts short-
ly. Some stockholders nre preparing a
bill to test tho 'constitutionality of tho
law.

There Is no knowing how long the
Legislature of this State has been sub-
jected to the attacks of scoundrels
who sought to pervert Justice In favor
of dishonest corporations, or exlstlug
trusts. There may have been much or
may have been little of this crime lu
tho past. Ordinarily the eases become
known only where a member has been
approached by briber and hns re-

pelled his advances, reporting the facts
to the proper authorities. Nothing can
bo known of tho cases, ninny or few,
where bribes have been accepted, ex-

cept In certain cases where curtain
members blhulously Inclined, having
Imbibed pretty freely, talk too much,
or have liuulo ntlldavlts ns to how
much money they were paid for their
votes. "While, such cases nre rare, It Is
claimed that since tho Inst Legislature
adjourned enough hns been learned
about how tho warehouse and gas bills
were passed to (111 a pretty largo hook.
This Is tho reason why. tho investiga-
tion to bo started by the House Com-
mittee, or Snugamou County Grand
Jury, should bo thorough und untiring
to ascertain how far certalu people
have gouo who aro criminally liable,
ami also to ascertain the cxteut of
their criminal practices.

If tho Attorney General, tho Sanga-
mon County Grand Jury and tho hon-
est members of tho Senate and House
do not shirk their plain duty, It will bo
an easy matter to bring tho warehouse
and gas boodlers up wltli a round turn
and send them where they belong.
Public opinion should bo aroused on
this subject. Every honest man in Il-

linois should consider It a personal
duty to aid lu tho pursuit of tho scoun-
drels who poison the stream of justlco
at Its source. Tho crime of sending a
dose of poison through tbo malls ns a
Christmas, gift is of less turptltudo
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than that of planning secret menus to
approach a Legislator ami to corrupt
111 judgment by a bribe.

Mayor Harrison Is o far ahead of
Altgcld that the latter can't catch him
with n telescope. '

Altgeld's following has been reduced
to nineteen men. He will fude out of
the race.

To tho Editor of the Eagle: Some of
us who voted for the gas grab lu the
Fortieth General Assembly want to see
Jim Marr oueo more, Isn't ho going to
show up at this session?

COUNTRY MEMBER.

Joseph V. Errant, attorney at law,
sceins to be spending most of his tlmo
along pedagogical Hues. We know of
no position which Mr. Errant holds
among the pedagogues which would
entitle him to draw a salary. The
question has arisen, Who pays the
hotel bills, tho railroad bills and tho
other bills which aro necessary, nnd
which seem to mnko Mr. Errant such
an enthusiast in behalf of the people V

Aid. Toot wants no milk sold in Chi-
cago except lu bottles. This menus
the Trust. Aid. Toot should bo bottled.

Hon. J. W. Suduardlpresldent, nnd
Hon. E. G. Schubert, secretary, of the
Hoard of West Park Commissioners,
were unanimously tit the an-
nual election held Tuesday.

Senator Selon II. Caso Is n fair man,
nnd consequently Is now Mild to favor
tho repeal of Ills own law, known us
tho Case Garnishment Lnw.

A number of West Bldo Justices of
tho Peaco nre slated for removal. Their
places will bo tilled by good men.

When tho committee of tho Civic
Federation and liar Association gets
rendy to confer with tho Circuit nnd
Superior Court Judges regarding tho
fitness of new candidates and present
Justices of tho Pcnco who desire to bo
reappointed, they will neglect their
duty if they fall to thoroughly Investi-
gate tho methods employed by certain
Justices In transacting business as
members of tho Auditing Committco of
tho West Town Board.

Tbcro Is ono leading West Town off-
icial who heartily favors a most rigid
Investigation of tho methods employed
by tbo West Town Board Auditing
Committco in tbo transaction of its
business.

Two well-know- n lobbyists residing In
Chicago, who had carte-blanch- o in han-
dling tho coin with which tbo ware-
house bill was passed, bave not been

to Sprluglleld since this session opened.
Tho Englc Is keeping tali oil these line
bird; and will keep the public posted
on their whereabouts and doings from
the day and hour they tukc the Chicago
ic Alton train for the State capital.

Thocorporntlon lobbyists will soon be
nt Sprlugtleld as thick ns bees around
a hive. They expect to have a busy
time nt Sprlugtield this winter, nnd
most of them will stop at the Lelnud.

When the session Is fairly under way
nnd the legislative wheels begin to
mako thlugs hum grinding out new
legislation, and tho lobbyist is busy
preventing the repeal of old legislation,
The Eaglo will chrouldo a few of the
most Interesting events of a lobbyist's
life at Springfield and the methods
they employ in passing certain bills
and strangling others.

Republicans aro said to favor the
nomination of Morris Drosdowltss or
8. W. Straus for City Treasurer.

Why was the Merrlam resolution for
an Investigation suppressed nnd left
out of tho House Journal of 1805V

The lobbyists representing tho Chi-
cago corporations make their llrst visit
to Springfield a few days beforo the
Speaker announces his committees.

It takes a bravo man In either Senate
or House to withstand the snares set
for 111 in by tho agents of Chicago cor-
pora t Ions, who have a good tlmo living
on the fat of the land nt Springfield
dmitig the life of tho Legislature.

Paul Redleske will mnko n good
of I.lueolu Park.

There nre loud calls for 'Mini Marr"
nnd his partner nt Springfield. Tho
Sangamon County Grand Jury will
doubtless buinmou them.

Mr. J. W. Suddard, one of tho best
park oillcers Chicago has over 'had, has
been president of tho West
Park Hoard.

Altgeld Is on tho run. Ho will with-
draw from tho mayoralty rnce.

Wo notice that Mr. Henry O. Lytton
(neo Levi) hns written a letter to tho
press in which ho sticks his noso Into
tho uulforincd-clerk-postofllc- o squab-bio- .

Auythlug that Lytton, nco Levi,
sticks his nose Into ought to consider
Itself settled.

A well-kuow- n member from tho cen-
ter of tbo fitato writes to Tho Eaglo
that bo will movo for tho appointment
of a committee to ascertain nil tho facts
attendant on tho purchased pnssago of
tho Infamous warehouse bill last ses-
sion,

run m m justice !

They Demand the Repeal of the In-

famous Warehouse Law Passed
by Bribery in 1897.

They Demand the
Imprisonment of

Other
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Indictment, Trial and

Who Went to Springfield and Bribed the
Legislature to Pass the Bad

Measure.

The Chicago Board of Trade Ii Back of the
Farmers in the

Matter.

Ana ueiore June There
Criminal Trials in Sangamon

County.

Chicago greatest grain
centers world, conditions

frequently affect prices every-
where. have large number

grain elevators, with storage
about 00,000,000 bushels

wheat. They chartered law,
owners trustees custodians

other people's grain. grain In-

spected olllcer State,
graded

generally
grading, grain second
grade poured together, ware-
house giving receipt many
bushels particular grade.
when receipt again presented,

give back grain,
simply many bushels grade.

found grain
grade equally good thero

wheat almost equal
thero wheat falling

closo those
where wheat sold, grading,

rather sample milling
purposes quality sometimes
brings sovcral cents bushel

poorer quality, though
grade. warehouse
they could samplo qual-
ity particular grade supply
placo lower quality
grade pocket difference.
would reduco average quality
whole pile, owners

should wish
sample they would suffer conse-
quence. clovator owners went

business buying selling grain
mixing with their custom-

ers. brought enjoin them
from doing Much evidence
takeu, nftcr hearing Judgo
Tuley, the1 Nestor bench Chi-
cago, granted Injunction
grounds, among others, eleva-
tor owners trustees custodians

other peoplo's property, In-

terests public demanded
those custodians should disinterest-
ed, would contrary
public morals permit them stand

position whero thero would
constant temptation them chiingo

character property they
trust; nnd, second,

elevator permitted
capacity trustees deal-

ers grain they would possess
advantages would ennhlo them

drlvo other buyers
market glvo themselves
monopoly grnlu trade Chicago,

ennhlo them, certain extent,
price grain Chicago

market; they could then, combi-
nation, agree price, rea-
son their enormous storago capacity
they could withhold throw
market quantities
wheat, depress ralso
market pleasure, which would

thero mnny owners,
appealed Supremo

Court, court sustained Judgo
Tuley, and, long opinion,
expressly would against
public morals against public pol-
icy permit public warchouso

State carry grain busl-nes- s

warehouse which
they keep their customers' gralu,

meantime warchouso
secured pnssago

which permits them
things which courts held

the Attorneys and
Knaves

wm Be SnrrmWarm

against public morals und against pub-
lic policy. The elevator people stand
together. They have an agreement not
to Interfere with each other's business.
The moment a bushel of wheat goes
Into their warehouses they aro entitled
to two cents storage. When an outside
buyer offers 70 cents a bushel It will
cost hi in 72 cents. Tho warehouse men,
by giving up n little of their storage
charge, can offer 71 cents, and thus
drive the outside buyers out of tho
market. This done, tho market Is nt
tho mercy of tho warehouse men. Tho
effect of this legislation, therefore, is to
create a monopoly nnd placo all that
section of country which In grain mat-
ters Is tributary to this cltv nt tho mo
cy of a combination of elevator owners
In Cblcngo. This combination can eas-
ily coiublne with others elsewhere, sol
thnt this legislation lays tho founda-
tion for n grain trust that will dram
blood from every farmer in America.
Tho question uow Is, members of the
Illinois Legislature, "Docs it meet your
approval? Will YOU vote to snstntn It
cr will you voto for its repeal?"

It Is stated by one who knows that
most Important evidence hns been ob-
tained of the amount paid out to pass
the warehouse bill lu 1807. It Is also
da lined that certalu middlemen, or

have talked too freely about
the sum of money paid certain mem-
bers, oven having none so fur ns to
give away the names of the persons
who were bribed.

Tho farmers of Illinois arc said ta
he contributing money to a fund to bo
used In prosecuting the warchouso
boodlers of 1S07.

The latest lu regard to sending tho
warehouse nnd gas boodlers "over tho
road." Is to tho effect that the Attor-
ney General of Illinois may take u hand
In outlining tho best way of carrying
ou the Investigation,

A well-know- lawyer, who repro.
seiits one of the largest corporations in
Chicago, was enjoying himself tho
other night, In a private dining-roo-

not far from tho County Building. Ho
nnd a few "boon companions" wero
celebrating the election of Judge Sher-
man ns Speaker of the House. After
finishing ono basket of chnmpngiia nnuV
commencing on tho second, tho lawyer
grow talkative, and lu the course of hla
renmrks said: "Why, fellows, ,l can'
glvo you n tip or two, myself. You
know I spent tho greater portion of my,
time nt Springfield during the last ses-
sion, working for the pnssngo of tho
warehouse bill; didn't get my uanio la
tho uowspnpers, either. But tho warc-
houso bill passed, didn't It, which fact
proves thnt with a plentiful supply oC
tho 'long green' you cnu round up tho
members of tho IUIiiol Legislature
ensler than tho drover rounds up his
herd of cattle,"

Ono or two of the Illinois Live Stock
Commissioners may bo summoned and
nrovo interesting witnesses beforo the
Sangamon County Graud Jury when
that body takes up tbo Investigation
relative to tho passing of tho Infamous
WarehouBo Bill. .


